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HE Reader will want no 

proof that the following 
Sermon was not written for pub- 
lication, With what reluctance 
the preacher does publiſh it, his 
friends, at whoſe defire it is done, 
will do him the juſtice to acknow- 
ledge. "They know how well con- 
vinced he is, that it 1s of too little 
importance, and too haſtily writ- 
ten, to have any claim to the no- 
ticeof the public ; and that though 
from the pulpit it might ſatisfy 
the indulgent expectations of thoſe 
who know the little time which 
the duties of his ſtation leave him 
for correct productions, from the 
preſs it can come under no ſuch 
allowances. He wiſhes his objec- 
tions had had their weight. It 1s 
however both his diſpoſition and 
his duty to comply with the wiſhes 
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of thoſe whoſe favours and friend- 
ſhip have a claim to every atten- 
tion on his part that can give them 
pleaſure. However painful in 
other reſpects the publication of 
it is, it affords him one fatis- | 
faction, in the opportunity which 
it gives him to profeſs his regard 
and gratitude to the pariſh of 
5 Hackney. 
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Ir My PEOPLE WHICH ARE CALLED BY 
* My NAME SHALL HUMBLE THEM 
C1] SELVES, AND PRAY, AND SEEK MY 
1 FACE, AND TURN FROM THEIR 
| WICKED WAYS, THEN WILL I HEAR 
FROM HEAVEN, AND WILL FORGIVE 


THEIR SIN, AND WILL HEAL THEIR 
Land. 


HEN Solomon had finiſhed his 
temple, he aſſembled” the elders 
of Iſrael and all the heads of the tribes, 
the chief of the fathers of the children 
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of Iſrael, unto Jeruſalem, to be preſent 
at the dedication of it; and in this ſo- 


lemn aſſembly he conſecrated i it to God, 
and prayed that, when at any time his 
people ſhould be afflicted with the cala- 
mities of war, peſtilence, or any kind 
of national diſtreſs, and ſhould come 
to this temple, forſaking and imploring 
the pardon of their ſins, he would hear 
their prayer and deliver them from their 
diſtreſs. 

If thy people go out to war againſt 
their enemies by the way that thou 
ſhalt ſend them, and they pray unto 
thee towards this city which thou haft 
choſen, and the houſe which I have 


built for thy name, then hear thou from 


the heavens their prayer and their ſup- 
plication, and maintam their 2 
von. 9 

a bt Ifrael be pat to the 
worſe . the enemy, becauſe they 
have ſinned againſt thee; and ſhall re- 
turn, and confeſs thy name, and pray, 
and make ſupplication before thee in 


this houſe; then hear thou from the 


heavens, and rs the fin of thy 
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peop ple Iſrael, and bring them again 
into the land which thou gavelt to them, 
and to their fathers,” ver. 24. 

« If they ſin againſt thee, and thou 
be angry with them, and deliver them 
over before their enemies, and they 
carry them away captives unto a land 
far off or near: yet if they bethink 
themſelves in the land era. they are 
carried captive, and turn, and pray 
unto thee in the land of their captivity, 
ſaying, we have ſinned, we have done 
amiſs, and have dealt wickedly: if they 
return to thee with all their heart, and 
with all their ſoul, in the land of their 
captivity, whither they have carried 
them captives, and pray towards their 
land which thou gaveſt unto their fa- 
thers, and toward the city which thau 
| haſt choſen, and toward the houſe 
which 1 have built for thy name, then 
hear thou from the heavens, even from 
thy dwelling-place, their prayer and 
their ſupplications, and maintain their 
Cauſe, and forgive thy people which 
have linned againſt thee,” ver. 36. | 
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In anſwer to this prayer, God ap- 
peared to Solomon, and told him that 


he had heard and granted it. 


J have heard thy prayer, and have 


choſen this place to myſelf for an houſe 
of ſacrifice. If I ſhut up heaven that 
there be no rain, or if I command the 
locuſts to devour the land, or if I ſend 
peſtilence among my people: if my 
people which are called by my name 
hall humble themſelves, and pray, and 
ſeek my face, and turn from their wicked 


ways: then will J hear from heaven, 


and will forgive their ſin, and will heal 
their land.” chap. vii. ver. 12. 

We have here the direction that 
ſhould guide us, and the hope that muſt 
ſupport us, in times of public danger 
or diſtreſs. On the preſent occaſion 1 


do not know where I could better 


direct you for the cauſe of our calami- 
ties, or the means of our relief. 

That we may have confidence in the 
means preſcribed, it may be proper to 
premiſe, in confirmation of the cauſe, 
how fit it is that the vices of a people 
ſhould be puniſhed and reſtrained. 
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That God, in whoſe power, and at 
whoſe diſpoſal every part of nature is, 
can, if he pleaſe, correct or puniſh a 
ſinful people, none preſume will ven- 
ture to diſpute, Why he ſhould do 


it perhaps may not be quite ſo ob- 


vious. 

It will be ſaid that this is not the 
world in which we are to expect the 
rewards of virtue, or the puniſhment 
of vice. With individuals it certainly 
is not. Virtue is not without its ad- 
vantages, nor vice without its inconve- 
niences in the preſent life; but theſe 
are not the certain conſequences of 


either: we are to look beyond the pre- 


ſent life, where virtue will be ſure of 
its full reward, and vice as certain of 


its puniſhment. With ſuch a proſpect 


of future recompence, the vices of in- 
dividuals may go unpuniſhed, and their 
virtues unrewarded here, without re- 


flecting upon the wiſdom or the juſtice 


of the power that rules the world. Were 
he to reward or puniſh in the preſent 
life, he would have to ſuſpend and alter 
the courſe of nature; to ſtop the na- 
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tural effects of cauſes; to work conti- 
nual miracles; without an adequate 
occaſion. 

The caſe is diffrent with the vices 
of a people. When wickedneſs no 
longer confines itſelf to individuals, but 
overſpreads a country, and threatens 
to become univerſal, it is time for 
God to interfere. There is then an 
adequate occaſion for it. And it is 
neceſſary he ſhould do it. As in- 
dividuals, each one's vices would be 
ſufficiently recompenſed in another 
hfe: But as a community overſpread 
with wickedneſs, a more immediate 
remedy is required: elſe would virtue 
be quite extinct: The few that ſhould 
remain untainted, amidſt the general 
corruption, would not be able to eſcape 
infection, — they would fink, by de- 
grees, into the vices of their country, 
and there would at length be no ſuch 
thing as virtue left. It is neceſſary 
therefore to the very exiſtence of vir- 
tue, that the vices of a people ſhould be 


reſtrained. They are not like the vices 
of 
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of individuals, of no concern but to 
themſelves; or, like them, to be coun- 
teracted by the virtues of others. The 
vices of a nation entail corruption on 
poſterity, and leave no remaining virtue 
to counteract their influence. 


It is fit, perhaps, that God ſhould 


interpoſe before the evil become ſo uni- 


verſal. The wickedneſs of a people 

may not have reached its full maturity, 
and the cauſe of virtue may not be 
threatened with immediate danger; but 
it may yet be neceſſary to puniſh and 
reſtrain it. It may be greater than the 
limits of juſtice or mercy can admit. 
In compaſſion, - however, to the vir- 


tuous, and to ſinners too, a ſufficient 


cauſe for its correction and reftraint 
appears. In times of public depravity, 
virtuous characters are beſet with diffi - 


culties and temptations that might be 


too much for them if God were not te 
appear on the ſide of virtue, to en- 


courage and ſupport them. 


And in mercy to the ſinful people, 


to W their further progreſs in ini- 


quity, 
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quity, and to reclaim and bring them 
back to virtue, we ſee an obvious reaſon 
for divine correction. 


When they are lifted up with their 


proſperity; when their minds are cor- 
rupted ; their affections alienated; their 
iniquities too deeply rooted to be other- 
wiſe removed; it is time for mercy, if not 
for juſtice, to interpoſe. In this reſpect, 
it is with nations as it is with indivi- 
duals: God does not puniſh, but he 
wiſhes to reclaim them. This is the 
deſign and the effect of perſonal afflic- 
tions: and thoſe of a people tend 
alike to reform the country that is 
become too generally corrupt for indi- 
vidual admonition. 

Mild perhaps and gentle are the firſt 
corrections, and previous admonitions 
which they have: but when theſe are 
not effectual; when the evil is become 
inveterate, puniſhment ſucceeds correc- 


tion: the ſinful people are given up 


to diſorder, to famine, or the ſword. 
Their vices are perhaps the inſtru- 
ments of their puniſhment ; the means 

* * 


| 8 
by which infinite wiſdom effects the 
purpoſes of his providence, and brings 
about their correction or their ruin. 
Hence come civil diſcords and convul- 
ſions. Hence come wars; too cala- 
mitous in themſelves! but which he 
who ruleth the events of war can make 
calamitous indeed, 

Proofs in plenty might be produced 
in confirmation of what has been ad- 
vanced: but this would take up time 
which we ſhall employ to more advan- 
tage in recollecting the fins which are 
the probable cauſe of our own mis- 
fortunes. 


In the recollection of theſe, I know 
not where I can begin with more pro- 
priety than where perhaps our diſ- 
treſſes originate—that proud confidence 
in our own ſtrength ; that ingratitude 
which had forgot the ſource of all our 
bleſſings ; that preſumption which had 
aſcribed them, not to him by whom we 
were enabled to be what we were, but 
to ourſelves; the policy, the ſpirit, and 
the reſources of ourſelves. Too like 


the 


( 


the ungrateful ſons of Iſrael, * we re- 
membered not the Lord our God who 


had delivered us from the hand of all our 


enemies on every fide,” Judges vili. 34. 
Puffed up with our ſucceſſes; raiſed 
by theſe ſucceſſes to the higheſt pitch 
of glory and of greatneſs, we were in- 
toxicated ; we fancied ourſelves ſome- 
thing more than men. 


ourſelves independant of the - divine. 
It was fit therefore that we ſhould be 
humbled ; that we ſhould be taught the 


vanity of human ſtrength, and feel the 


effects of truſting to it: that, ſure and 
certain as the events of human policy 
may ſeem, we ſhould be convinced that 
there is a power above us who can 
fruſtrate the wiſeſt councils, and defeat 
the beſt concerted plans : that we ſhould 


be broaght to own our weakneſs, and 


ſee on whom we have to truſt: to 
aſcribe our bleſſings to their proper 
cauſe, and look for favour to its only 
ſource, | 


In 


Proud and 
Pr eſumptuous, we bid defiance to every 
earthly power; and we ſeemed to think 
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In our private circumſtances we were 
little leſs in need of God's correcting 
hand. Individuals had derived, from 
the proſperity of their country, proſ- 
perity to themſelves, and they had for- 
got to whom they were indebted for it. 
« They truſted in their wealth, and 
boaſted themſelves in the multitude. of 
their riches,” P/alm xlix. 6. They did 
indeed * make gold their hope, and ſay 
unto the fine gold, thou art our con- 
fidence,” Job xxx1. 24. They {aid in 
their hearts we ſhall never be moved; we 

{hall never be in adverſity,” P/alm x. 6. 
It was therefore time to humble 
them: to let them know that the riches 
in which they truſted, are not the ſure 
and permanent poſſeſſions which they 
thought them: that they are not ſo in- 
dependant as they ſeemed : that he who 
gave can take away ; can fink the value 
of their wealth, or at once deprive them 
of it; can reduce them, from the 
Proudeſt afluence, to a ſtate of viſible 
dependence on his providential pleaſure. 
In our proſperity we were not only 
lifted up to a proud independence, I 
= had 
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had almoſt ſaid contempt of providence, 
but we were become regardleſs of our 
duty, and inſenſible of our intereſt. 
Poſſeſſed of ſo much preſent happineſs, 
plenty, peace, and all their train of 


bleſſings, the proſpects of future life 


had nothing to invite us. With care- 
leſs unconcern, with levity, and per- 


haps without much faith, we heard the 


admonitions of a world to come. In 
the enjoyment of our preſent bleſſings 
the proſpect, the defire of future ones 
was loſt. Hence, that want of piety, 
of zeal, of faith; the characteriſtic vices 
of the age: The worſhip of God, in 
public and in private, ſhamefully ne- 
lected :—The day ſet apart for religious 
uſes, converted into a day of pleaſure.— 
Every means of ſpiritual improvement 
treated with levity and contempt :—and 
a ſpirit of infidelity every day increaſing. 
An enlightened age we called it; and 
the religion of the goſpel was not 
enough refined to ſuit it. Alas! it was 
a corrupted one; and the truths of the 
goſpel were too plain and pure to 
In 
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In times leſs enlightened, but, in this 
reſpect however, poſſeſſed of all the 
lights that we can have to direct our 


faith, the doctrines of the goſpel were 


firmly believed, and zealouſly profeſſed: 
they were preached with ſimplicity, and 
heard with gladneſs : the ſcriptures that 
contain them were highly valued, and 
they were eagerly peruſed : But how, 
our faith is wavering, and our zeal 
grown cold: The ſcriptures are thrown 


aſide, and they who preach the truths. 


of ſcripture are heard with unwilling 
attention, and with viſible diſhke. To 
ſuit the taſte of an enlightened age 
its precepts muſt be ſoftened, its doc- 
rines refined, 

Such our faith Our practice not 
much better, One ſad inſtance of 
our depravity, is the luxury and love 
of pleaſure that prevail among us. 
Other ages may have been diſtin- 
guiſhed by ſome exceſſes and extra- 
vagances more offenſive than the vices 
and follies that are now in faſhion ; : 
but I know of none more uni- 
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verſally given up to diſſipation. We 
are perhaps ſomewhat better than we 
were; taught by our misfortunes, or 
compelled by our neceſſities to be ſo. 
But the love of pleaſure ſeems ſtill to 
have abſorbed our beſt affections : it 


hath abſorbed our regard to a future 


ftate; our piety to God; our love of 
virtue; the love of our country ; and 
almoſt all affection between the neareſt 
relatives and friends. 

I do not mention many other of our 
vices, becauſe they are not peculiar to 
the preſent, but common to every age, 
| Fertile enough, God knows, it is of 
every vice, but our pride and ingrati- 
tude, our profaneneſs and infidelity, 
our inordinate love of worldly. pleaſures, 
are the crying ſins of our country, and 
for theſe, as we have now- with humi- 
lity confeſſed, if God ſhould. enter into 
judgement with. us, he might juſtly in- 
flict upon us the ſeverity of his wrath, 
and deliver us up to the inſults and 
reproaches of our enemies. 

I + truſt our hearts have gone in con- 
cert with the confeſſion we have made. 
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For indeed, with grief and ſhame 1 
ſpeak it, we are the ſinful people we 


have acknowledged. The ſketch” you 
have beheld will ſhew it: and you have 
beheld the outlines only of our vices. 
Too well your own reflections will 
ſupply what J have left unfiniſhed.— 

Conſider theſe—recolle&' our many 
other common provocations and 
ſay if we have not deſerved correction. 
When we were grown proud and 
inſolent ; independant of ' providence, 
and regardlefs of God: when the 
very form of godlineſs was faſt de- 
caying; the ſpirit of it well nigh 


gone: when our zeal was cold and 


languid ; our faith' weak and 'waver- 


ing: when the doctrines of the goſpel 


were flighted and rejected; its duties 
deſpiſed and ridiculed ; its intereſts 
httle if at all regarded : when nothing 


but ſenſual objects had any power to 


pleaſe us; nothing but luxury and a 
love of pleaſare prevailed among us; 
nothing but diſſipation was to be ſeen 


in all our dwellings; was it not time 
that God ſhould viſit us? Could he 


B 2 ſuffer 
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ſuffer ſo much wickedneſs: to go un- 
noticed? No: virtue, expiring virtue, 
called for vengeance: and he hath be- 
gun to execute it: we have already felt 


the hand of his diſpleaſure; and how 
much farther we may feel it he alone 


can tell. Calamitous enough our 
preſent ſituation is; but unleſs we for- 
fake our ſins, and turn from our wicked 
ways, it may be worſe; they may bring 
upon us greater evils yet. 

There are ſome perhaps who deride 
the idea of divine diſpleaſure, and, what 


is ſtill more ſtrange, the exiſtence of 


the evils we are met to deprecate. Lbs 
_ Politician who ſits at home, ſecure 
from the dangers, a ſtranger : to. the 
hardſhips, and exempt or. but a little 


ſufferer from the burdens of it, does 


not conſider war in the calamitous light 
in which the Chriſtian ſees it. 
at eaſe, and reads and talks of victories 
obtained without a ſpark of pity for 
the thouſands that have fallen, and 
the thouſands that are left to lament 
their fall; without a ſingle thought of 
all che miſeries and diſtreſſes that they 
carry with them. 
os Not 


He ſits 
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Not ſo the Chriſtian, or indeed the 
citizen who regards his country's good. 
He confiders war at any time, and 
under any circumſtances, as à calamity 
greatly to be deplored. He feels as 4 
Chriſtian and fellow creature ought to 
feel, for the unhappy people who are 
expoſed to the horrors of it; for "the 
brave and valuable men who fall on 
either fide; for the relatives and friends 
who are left to deplore their loſs :* he 
feels as the good citizen mult feel, for 
bis country's loſs, in the loſs of (6 
much ſtrength, fo many valuable mem. 
bers of the community: be conſiders 
the diſtreſſes which commerce ſuffers: 
and, what is an evil of a more laſting 
nature, he conſiders, (he would be 2 
poor citizen if he did not conſider}, the 
burdens which the expences of it bring 
upon his country; he conſiders theſe, 
and many more, which are the cons 
ſtant calamities of war, and knows 
they will be ill repaid, whatever bye 
event —_ Be. . 
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.. The feelings of my 83 will allow 
me to paſs in ſilent ſorrow over the 
difficulties and diſtreſſes peculiar to the 


war in which we are now involved. 


Too well you know and feel them. 
What the cauſes that have concurr ed to 


bring us into this unhappy ſtate, is little 


to our preſent purpoſe. to enquire. 
Better will it become the miniſter 


of peace to heal, than to enlarge 


your. wounds. Better will it become 
me to ſpeak comfort and inſtruction 
to your minds, than inflame your feel- 
ings, or waſte your time in reflections 
that can be of no advantage to you. 
Suffer me then to give you, with 
Freedom and ſincerity, a few - Words of 
confolation and advice. b 


To you Who know and ol the * 


nll of your country I ſpeak. They 
who do not know their miſery, want 


no conſolation, and they would pi | 


advige;  ;- 8 


The exiſtence of our cal bn you 


frel and lament, To whom you impute 
them 1 I, in this caſe at leaſt, of little 
345 * conſe- 
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conſequence. So circumſtanced we are: 
and it is the duty and the wiſh of every 
friend to his country, whatever his 
principles or opinions be, to do his 
utmoſt to remove its preſent evils, and 
avert the greater ones that threaten. 

Let us then (and ſurely at ſuch a 
time, and for ſuch a purpoſe, we may 
do it) let us diveſt ourſelves of party 
prejudice, and unite our endeavours to 
this truly patriotic end. 

Men of principle, they whoſe views. 
and wiſhes are to their country's good, 
whatever meaſures they eſpouſe, will 
give me leave to point out one, not leſs 
neceſſary than any which they wiſh to 
ſee adopted; and which can have no 
reſpect to party, and will ſurely not 
obſtruct, if it doth not Penn the 
{acceſs of others. ; | 

In the vices of our country, a too 
ſufficient cauſe of divine diſpleaſure will 
be found, and while that exiſts, ſucceſs 
is not to be expected. Others not ſo 
diſtant, may ſeem the cauſes of our 
misfortunes ; the want of wiſdom, or 

B 4. the 


(a } 


the want of virtue in our . councils. 


Some may think they ſee it in the divi- 
ſions and contentions among ourſelves, 
Be it ſo. Be it either, or be they both, 
theſe are but ſecond cauſes which a 
{ſuperior power can make ſubſervient to 
his will, and employ as the inſtruments 
of our correction. If our vices have 
deſerved it: if it were neceſſary to 
humble and correct us, theſe were 
means in the hand of providence to 


effect it. It is neceſſary we have ſeen, 
and it is uſual we know for the vices of 


2 people to be puniſhed and reſtrained: 
ind vices like ours were too glaring to 


30: unpuniſhed. In the preſent diſ- 


trefles of our country, there is ſome- 


bing of divine diſpleaſure to be ſeen. 


The cauſe we muſt remove. We muſt, 
forſake our fins, and become the people 


that God can ſerve. Do this, and it 
will be happy for us that we have 


ſuffered as we have. The end of our 
afflictions will be obtained: and till 
then, relief is not to be deſired. 


We may exult in the moment of ſuc- 
ele 
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ceſs, but if God be not our friend, vain 
will be every effort we can make in 
policy or ftrength. Think not I 
mean to ſpeak with contempt of theſe. 
Far from it. The beſt exertions of 
ſtrength and wiſdom too are more than 
ever neceſſary. Wiſdom in our coun- 
cils, ſpirit and unanimity among our- 
ſelves, and a more zealous and diſin- 
tereſted regard in each to our country's” 
good, are the means which, under pro- 
vidence, muſt protect and fave us: but 
theſe: without the co-operating: aid of 
providence will not do it. God can 
defeat our ſtrongeſt efforts, and fruſtrate 
our beſt deſigns. The minds of men 
and the elements of nature are at his 
diſpoſal. The winds and the ſea obey 
him. What then can all our policy 
or ſtrength effect if he be not our 
friend? What can fleets and armies do 
if he be pleaſed to interpoſe againſt us. 
Make him our friend: become the 
people that he can take into his pro- 
tection, and we need not fear what all 
che united powers of Europe or the 
world 
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world can do. Unallied with every 


other power, his alliance will be ſuffi- 


cient for us. 
If we want FER'Y read what he 


hath done for thoſe who have ſought 


his favour, and put themſelves under 


his protection. One inſtance will be 
ſufficient. | 


A people are md. by: « com- 


bined and numerous armies, — they 


are ſenſible of their want of power to 


withſtand them, and their fears direct 
them to the only power that can pro- 
tet them. To him they make their 
ſupplication: in him they put their 
truſt: A ſolemn faſt is proclaimed, — 
the people from every part gather them 
ſelves together to ſeek the Lord, and 
implore his aid: All Judah ſtand 
before him with their little ones, their 
wives and their children.” They pray: 
they invoke him as the ſource of 


power and might, as the God of their 


fathers; and the friend of Iſrael: they 


look with hope and confidence to 
the . which had faved them in 
| times 


a5 


times paſt, and to the gracious promiſe 
of his aid in every time of need. We 
have no might, ſay they, againſt this 
great company that cometh againſt us: 
neither know we what to do, but our 
eyes are upon thee,” upon that God 
who can and will protect the people 
who put their truſt in him. Read the 
chapter from which I take 1 it*, and you 
will ſee he can. 3 

This one inſtance is enn to con- 
firm the faith, and raiſe the hope of 


thoſe who. know the power, and be- 


lieve the promiſes of God. There are 
ſome, I know, whom, all the inſtances 
I could bring together would only, hare 
den in their unbelief. All the experience 
they have had has not been able to con- 
vince them how little human policy and 


ſtrength! can do. The faith and hope 


that look to heaven for ſucceſs they 
ſtill deride, truſting to their own wiſ⸗ 
aan and relying on their own ſtrength, 


1% 


* 2 2 Chron, xx. 1 kor one of the lefſons 
of ir FX. 


4 : : 4 + * % wit 


{ a8 ) 
with that ſame proud confidence which 
has well nigh been our ruin. | 


With ſuch I am not diſpoſed to rea- 
ſon. They may deride our faith, and 


ſcoff at the ſteps we take to ſeek relief. 


The pious un knows whence His relief 
muſt come, and will embrace with joy 
the opportunity which he has to ſeek 


it. With humility, with deep felt ſor- 


row, and with ſincerity of intention to 
amend, he will implore the Ly and 
the help he ſtands in need of. 

he this our caſe. The fins: of Sul 
will afford him ample matter of humility 
and grief; and his amendment will be 
Well rewarded if it conduce but to his 
wir advantage. But it will en 


j 


to'His-country's good.” L LS DOVE, 

Say not my reformation can be of 
_ Httle conſequence. It is of much, The 
vices of individuals have made up the 


general depravity: Their reformation 
muſt make the reformation of their 


country. Each muſt do his part. There 
is not one among us but may contri- 


bute —— to his country's good. 
| Other 
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Other aids many of us may not be 
able to contribute; but this all can do. 
No- one's life 1s ſo reformed but that 
there remains much that he yet may 
do: and no one's reformation is ſo 


© contemptible but that it will weigh 


ſomething in the ſcale of public good. 
We cannot effect a general reforma- 
tion. I know it; but we can do our 
part towards it : and it perhaps may 
be that for a few individuals; few in 


X compariſon with the many who are loſt 
to every ſenſe of virtue and of intereſt, 


our country may be ſaved in the day 
of its diſtreſs. The idea is not ro- 
mantic: ſcripture gives us hope; and 
this country is itſelf ALI of what 
may be expected. 
upon earth that mould 7 con- 
fidence in God. The many won- 
derful deliverances we have had; the 
ſucceſſes we have obtained; the exalted 
rank we have maintained among the 
nations of the earth, little as we are 
among the thouſands of Judah,” are 
the ſtrongeſt proofs of a providence, 
that 


C7 
that will protect the people WhO Put 


their truſt in him. 
Would we now do fo, and cin 


the virtuous people that can expect it. 


I have not a doubt, I have the fulleſt 


confidence, that we again ſhould be the 
favoured people we have been. | 

Be then this our reſolution. Let us, 
here in the preſence of the Almighty, 
enter into a ſtrict confederacy againſt 
the vices of our country. Let the heart 
of every Chriſtian here aſſembled ſub- 
{ſcribe to the reſolution, that we will 
renounce our fins, and in our ſeveral 
ftations put m practice the virtues that 
we profeſs. © 


1 


Tus nw friends and beehren, is at 
every time the duty of us all. Our in- 
dividual intereſt depends upon it. But 


our country now requires it of us. We 
are engaged, let us remember, in an 
arduous conteſt. We have more than 
uſual difficulties to encounter. All the 
united ſtrength of the nation, unaſſiſted 


from above, will not be able to ſur- 
mount them. Engaged in ſuch a con- 


teſt, ſurrounded with ſuch difficulties, 
| it 


2 pK 
ook. 
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it is more than ordinarily needful to 
make God our friend. But will he, 
can he be our friend while we. continue 
the ſinful people that we are? He cer- 
tainly will not, he cannot do it. He 
will rather leave us to ourſelves, or as 
a further puniſhment for our ſins, 
« deliver us up to the inſults and re- 
proaches of the enemy“. 
But if we forſake our ſins, and be- 
come a virtuous people, we may be 
again a favourite and a happy people. 
We ſhall make a friend in God; and 
he by various means can proſper and 
accompliſn the work we have in 
hand: he can by uniting us, or di- 
viding thoſe -who- contend againſt 
us; by weakening their hands, or 
ſtrengthening ours ; by proſpering our 
deſigns, or by defeating theirs; or, 
what is more devoutly to be wiſhed 
than every ſucceſs in war, by diſpoſing 
the hearts of both to mutual love and 
peace, bring our conteſt to a ſpeedy 
and a happy iſſue. 
Of 
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6320 
his be well aſſured, that if we 


ber, heal our land. 


V | 


Of t 


humble ourſelves, and pray, and ſeek 
ways, he will hear from heaven, and 
will forgive our fin, and will, ſome 


way or 


E 
'S 
2 
3 
= 
© 
8 
S 
= 
7 
WV 
= 
* 
8 
L 
.Q 
2 


—————— 8 * 
=o ee. Woe. ao 7-4 8 

* ar P T- here 

x r E 
« Cer: 2-2 => 1 * s "7 5 <1 JC) : * k 7 2 . 75 2 2 2 2 5 * —_—_—— Aa; WY - 4 ; 2 - 2 
* 8 8 * ELLE n - X 2 —— 4 2 * 29 — - 7 3 7, wh 22 5 8 7 a» - * 4 : ” * 2 * Rs Y L X vii +5 
3 PS hs $040: / hs AE n it  =— 22 — * Bs 12 7228 6 tt? * N — 5 2 3 0 . 7 2 2 e 1 r 
5 b N £ T — * TD > "A . 8 5 — 1 3 — 9 1 


; — 
r 8 r T 
of r r . 
r D * F . 
ro de PEO SIC Ca N 3 


Sx 


